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Proclamation 7188—National
Science and Technology Week, 1999
April 23, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American experience is deeply rooted

in the desire to expand our frontiers and in-
crease our knowledge about ourselves and
our world. We stand at the end of a century
marked by wondrous advances in science and
technology—advances that have immeas-
urably improved the lives of our citizens. As
recently as 100 years ago, space travel, ge-
netic engineering, and telecommunications
existed only in the realms of imagination and
science fiction. Today, the nascent Inter-
national Space Station, the nearly complete
Human Genome Project, and the flourishing
Internet attest to the great strides our civili-
zation and our Nation have made. The scope
and speed of our discoveries are truly breath-
taking, and each day new applications of
science and technology enrich our lives in
fields as diverse as medicine, communica-
tions, engineering, and the arts.

Recognizing the importance of maintain-
ing America’s scientific and technological
leadership, my Administration is seeking in-
creased funding in areas like biomedical re-
search and in earth and space sciences. My
fiscal year 2000 budget also proposes a 28
percent increase in information technology
research to finance a new initiative—Infor-
mation Technology for the Twenty-First
Century (IT2). This initiative will support
long-term information technology research
that will lead to fundamental advances in
communications and improvements in com-
puting.

During National Science and Technology
Week, in communities large and small, engi-
neers, scientists, educators, business people,
and community leaders will lead observances
to help their fellow citizens appreciate the
world’s scientific and technological wonders.
I encourage all Americans—and especially
our young people—to participate in the
many educational activities taking place
across our Nation. The more we understand
and appreciate the extraordinary tools that

science and technology place at our finger-
tips, the more we can accomplish in our ef-
forts to create a cleaner environment,
healthier families, better schools, and a
brighter future. The only limit on our
achievements is our imagination.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 to May
1, 1999, as National Science and Technology
Week. I call upon educators and students,
the business community, and all the people
of the United States to work this week and
throughout the year to learn more about the
contributions science and technology make
to our lives and our future.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 28.

Remarks at the NATO 50th
Anniversary Summit Dinner
April 23, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House and, again let me say, welcome
to Washington and to the NATO Summit.

Some of you know that I am quite a fan
of music. And I found a little-known bit of
history related to the founding of NATO 50
years ago. When the original North Atlantic
Treaty was signed, the United States Marine
Band, which was in the auditorium playing
for us today, was in the auditorium then,
playing a group of songs from George
Gershwin’s famous opera, ‘‘Porgy and Bess.’’
The two songs they played were, ‘‘I Got Plen-
ty of Nothing,’’ and ‘‘It Ain’t Necessarily So.’’
Well, I think after 50 years we can still appre-
ciate Gershwin, but the songs were poorly
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timed, because NATO has had plenty of sub-
stance, and its word has been necessarily so.

In 1949, when we entered NATO, it sig-
naled a radical departure in America’s his-
tory, because we had been warned from the
time of our first President, George Wash-
ington, against entangling alliances with
other nations. But we learned the hard way,
after World War I, that the warning was no
longer valid in the 20th century.

In the last 50 years, all of us have become
more and more involved with events beyond
our borders because we have seen increas-
ingly how they affect the lives of people with-
in our borders and how the values we
espouse at home must be defended abroad.
That is in large measure what we are trying
to do in Kosovo, to protect the innocent fami-
lies, the children, and to stand for the values
that we have stood for as an organization for
50 years now.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to our
founders, to the generation of people after
the Second World War who constructed a
world of freedom that stood against tyranny
and eventually helped to end the cold war.
We can best pay that debt by standing up
for those values today, including meeting our
responsibilities to the children and the future
of southeastern Europe in the terrible suf-
fering of Kosovo.

Mr. Secretary General, I want to say a spe-
cial word of thanks to you for your steadfast
leadership, for your continuing reminder to
all of us that we must both do our duty and
stay together as we do it. Tomorrow we will
focus on Kosovo again, but we will also look
to the larger issues of the 21st century. Again,
I compliment you on your leadership, and
I thank all of our colleagues for their input.

We will look back on this summit, I think,
and say, ‘‘Well, it wasn’t one of those tradi-
tional meetings, where we got to have a lot
of fun and a lot of laughs, because we were
so gravely concerned with the suffering of
the people in the Balkans. But it was a pro-
foundly important one because it reminded
us of why we got started, what we have to
do tomorrow, and what it is that gives our
Alliance meaning in this present day.’’

I’d like to ask all of you to join me in a
toast to Secretary General and Mrs. Solana,
and to NATO and its future. Thank you.

[At this point, a toast was offered.]

Mr. Secretary General.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary General Javier Solana of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, and his
wife, Conception. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Secretary General Solana.

Remarks at the Opening Session of
the North Atlantic Council Summit
April 24, 1999

Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary
General.

Yesterday, we recalled NATO’s history,
embraced our new members, deepened our
unity and our determination to stand against
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and to build a
broader transatlantic community that re-
spects human rights of all ethnic and reli-
gious groups and offers all Europeans the
chance to build better lives together.

I want to begin by thanking the Secretary
General for his leadership. I thank all of you
for your leadership and your unity, the for-
eign and defense ministers, General
Naumann and General Clark and all the peo-
ple in our governments who worked so hard
to support our efforts. I know I speak for
all of us when I say we are very proud of
our men and women in uniform in the Bal-
kans. And we remember today, especially,
the three who are being held prisoner by Mr.
Milosevic and who still have not received the
Red Cross visits required by the Geneva
Convention, even though he is on television
in the United States saying they will receive
them.

The crisis in Kosovo has underscored the
importance of NATO and the imperative of
modernizing our alliance for 21st century
challenges. Today we will embrace a com-
prehensive plan to do just that, so that NATO
can advance security and freedom for an-
other 50 years by enhancing our capacity to
address conflicts beyond our borders, by pro-
tecting our citizens from terrorism and weap-
ons of mass destruction, by deepening our
partnerships with other nations and helping
new members enter through NATO’s open
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